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FOREWORD 


When  the  son  of  Thomas  Jefferson’s  favorite  daughter  came 
to  Orlando  to  live,  he  established  a  fact  of  history  that  should 
be  noted  and  recorded.  To  that  end  is  this  modest  tale  left 
for  posterity.  This  tribute  is  my  appreciation  for  all  that  the 
Eppes-Shine  families  have  meant  to  the  communities  in  which 
they  lived,  and  for  their  unfailing  kindness  and  courtesy  in 
all  my  contacts  with  them. 

Part  one  is  narrative  and  factual;  part  two  is  reminiscent 
and  personal.  Together  they  are  intended  to  relate  considerable 
history,  but  a  small  degree  of  conjecture.  The  pages  are  echoes 
of  many  lives  that  were  spent  cheerfully  and  useifully. 

To  those  descendants  who  will  use  this  material  in  the  future, 
this  monograph  is  dedicated. 


William  S.  Branch 
307  Park  Lake  Circle 
Orlando,  Florida. 
February,  1949. 
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SOUTHLAND  PRINTING  CO. 
ORLANDO,  FLORIDA 


f-v 

\  ■  v 

‘.*■1  ^  .  V 


tu  OT/rj&c  i 


;<»  a ; !  >1  >vi. !  «  .  «vit>'f  >1  to  >*  tit  ••  fiV/ 


t  »ii-  4  *•  a»  •'’  or  hnv  -!l  i/i 


.*Hr  -v-  u.  .*>  »v>.w  v  iiii  -  '*o 

i  ,  o  ?  ni  .-•  .  .» 

boll  <(»  d»f'  ••  ft"’  ‘1 


■  . 

' 


5  '  '. 

.k)  )  .•  f  jit# 


"’•iH-.-m  U.<« 

At  ,'J  .OQftAJitO 


'Uc(.z 

1  *-  > 


FRANCIS  EPPES 


Photo  made  by 

ANSON,  589  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
on  July  28d  1859 
No.  022 


■7  v 


PART  ONE 


During  the  various  migration  movements  or  periods  of  the 
United  States,  and  even  in  Colonial  times,  families  and  groups 
moved  into  different  parts  of  our  land  for  many  reasons.  The 
pioneer  spirit  was  well-developed  by  those  who  had  the  courage* 
to  settle  on  the  shores  of  a  new  land  following  explorations  by 
European  adventurers  of  many  countries.  Their  descendants 
inherited  that  urge  to  try  a  new  life  in  a  new  location.  And 
from  that  trait  of  character,  grew  the  movements  west  and 
south  which  have  caused  the  development  of  all  corners  of  the 
territories  under  control  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  purposes  of  historical  accuracy,  two  families  will  be 
considered  in  their  relation  to  the  activity  and  growth  of  some 
of  the  counties  of  the  State  of  Florida.  The;  families  are 
closely  related  by  intermarriage,  and  their  names  are  EPPES 
and  SHINE. 

We  know  of  four  Shine  brothers  who  were  born  in  Talla-  , 
hassee,  Fla.,  about  the  time  Florida  was  admitted  to  Statehood, 
1845.  Three  of  those  brothers  married  three  Eppes  sisters,  and 
it  was  a  family  tradition  that  their  children  were  “triple  first 
cousins. ”  Two  of  the.  brothers  came  to  Orlando  in  the  early 
1870’s,  and  Shine  Street  in  Orlando  was  named  for  them.  A 
third  brother,  a  physician,  located  in  St.  Augustine,  and  the 
fourth,  R.  A.  Shine,  remained  in  Tallahassee.  His  only  daugh¬ 
ter  married  Judge  James  D.  Beggs,  and  also  moved  to  Orlando. 
Her  son,  James  D.  Beggs,  Jr.,  is  now  postmaster  in  Orlando. 
The  two  Shine  brothers  who  settled  in  Orlando  were  Capt. 
Thomas  Jabez  Shine,  and  David  Shepard  Shine.  In  St.  Augus¬ 
tine  lived  Dr.  William  Francis  Shine.  The  three  brothers  and 
their  families  will  be  mentioned  on  other  pages,  with  dates  and 
facts  as  considered  necessary. 

Francis  Eppes,  founder  of  the  Eppes  family  in  Florida,  was 
a  grandson  of  Thomas  JefFerson,  his  mother  having  been  Maria 
Jefferson,  the  favorite  child  of  her  distinguished  father,  whom 
she  visited  in  France  while  he  was  Ambassador  to  that  country 
from  the  struggling  United  States,  which  had  only  a  short  time 
before  won  their  independence  from  the  government  of  George 
of  England.  Francis  Eppes  was  born  at  Edgehill,  Va.,  east  of 
Charlottesville,  and  near  Shadwell,  the  birthplace  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  on  September  20,  1801.  He  died  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  on 
May  30,  1881,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood  Cemetery  at 
Orlando,  Fla.  He  built  a  home  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Pine- 
loch,  south  of  Orlando,  in  1808.  Considerable  time  was  spent 
in  an  effort  to  locate  the  original  deed  to  Francis  Eppes  as 
recorded  in  Orange  County,  but  no  such  entry  could  be  found. 
The  log  Court  House  burned  in  1868,  destroying  all  books  and 
papers.  We  can  only  surmise  that  the  original  grant  of  land  to 
Francis  Eppes  was  lost  in  that  fire.  The  homesite  was  named 
Pine  Hill,  the  same  as  used  for  a  Tallahassee  home  where  lived 
other  members  of  the  Eppes  family  from  1850  to  1880.  Tn  the 
late  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  lake  on  which  the  Eppes 
home  was  built  was  called  Odiorne,  for  a  family  which  built  a 
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home  on  the  southeast  side.  It  is  believed  that  in  earlier  days 
the  lake  had  no  name.  Mary  Holden  Langenbach,  now  85  years 
of  age,  said  recently  that  i4it  was  just  known  as  The  Lake.” 
She  recalled  that  the  first  Episcopal  Church  services  in  Central 
Florida  were  held  at  the  Eppes  home  once  a  month,  and  Mr. 
Eppes  served  as  Lay  Reader  for  many  years.  She  and  otner 
membeis  of  her  family  often  attended  those  services,  driving 
over  deep  sand  roads  from  their  home  on  Lake  iiolucn  to  ruie 
Hill  Plantation. 

The  Eppes  home  was  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Madison 
Alden,  who  lived  there  until  1914,  when  it  was  purchased  by- 
Thos.  R.  Flint,  a  Kansas  farmer,  for  $8000.00.  He  in  turn 
sold  to  Erick  Stenburg,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  owns  the  place 
at  this  time,  having  made  the  purchase  from  Flint  in  May,  1921. 
He  added  four  rooms  to  the  house,  planted  new  shrubbery, 
flowers  and  a  lawn,  and  has  taken  excellent  care  of  the  historic 
site.  Parts  of  the  original  property  bought  by  Francis  Eppes 
have  been  sold  from  time  to  time,  and  the  acreage  now  owned 
by  Stenburg  is  only  twenty  of  the  original  forty.  In  April, 
1885.  R.  F.  Eppes  deeded  a  portion  of  land  to  Richard  Douglas 
of  Tennessee,  and  other  changes  were  made  by  vaiious  owners. 
R.  F.  Eppes  was  the  youngest  son  of  Francis,  and  seems  to  have 
had  title  to  part  or  all  of  the  land  previously  owned  by  his 
father.  Today  the  property  is  reached  by  a  smooth  asphalt 
highway,  and  even  has  a  street  number,  being  listed  in  the  city 
directory  as  3007  South  Delaney  St.  The  paved  road  continues 
south  past  the  eastern  shores  of  Lake  Jennie  Jewel,  and  meets 
Gatlin  Ave.,  also  paved,  at  the  granite  marker  placed  to  indicate 
site  of  old  Fort  Gatlin. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  should  at  this  time  consider  something 
of  the  early  life  of  Francis  Eppes,  and  his  reasons  for  leaving 
the  ancestral  Virginia  home  to  locate  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
which  was  then  an  undeveloped  frontier  land,  only  purchased 
from  Spain  some  ten  years  previously. 

Eppington  Plantation,  in  Chesterfield  County,  west  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  was  the  Eppes  home  for  nearly  a  century.  It  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  its  natural  beauties,  its  fruit  orchards,  flower 
gardens,  and  long  rows  of  Lombardy  poplar  trees,  transplanted 
from  northern  Italy.  A  letter  penned  by  Francis  Eppes,  dated 
Tallahasie  (so  spelled),  1855,  tells  of  the  happy  home  fife  at 
Eppington.  Large  groups  of  friends  or  relatives  would  arrive, 
with  trunks  full  of  clothing,  retinues  of  servants  and  slaves, 
and  remain  for  weeks,  or  even  months,  living  in  a  continuous 
round  of  parties,  balls,  fox  hunts,  and  drives  over  the  surround¬ 
ing  country  to  call  on  cousins — the  Randolphs,  Jeffersons,  Byrds, 
Lees,  Carters  and  other  well-known  families.  The  annual  fox 
hunt  at  Farmington  Club,  Charlottesville,  is  a  survivor  of 
customs  of  the  early  nineteenth  century  in  Virginia. 

Francis  Eppes  lost  his  Virginia  home  following  the  death 
of  Thomas  Jefferson  in  1826.  Mr.  Jefferson's  property  had 
been  deeply  involved  in  debt  due  to  a  number  of  causes,  one  of 
which  was  a  condition  similar  to  what  we  now  call  a  financial 
depression.  Beautiful  Montieello  was  saved  only  by  contribu- 
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tions  from  friends  and  admirers,  and  a  small  amount  by  Act 
of  Congress.  It  is  apparent  that  Francis  Eppes  saved  what  he 
could  of  his  assets  and  sought  a  home  in  a  new  land.  He  had 
been  living  at  “Poplar  Forest,"  the  summer  home  of  President 
Jefferson,  located  north  of  Lynchburg.  From  Miss  Susan 
Ware  Eppes  in  Tallahassee,  we  quote  a  portion  of  a  letter: 

“Grandfather  Eppes  said  he  was  so  lonely  after  Grandfather 
Jefferson’s  death,  that  he  decided  to  come  to  Florida.  I  do  not  ' 
know  what  year  they  came,  but  they  bought  a  plantation  on 
Black  Creek  (near  Tallahassee),  and  lived  there  until  his  first 
wife  died.  He  lost  two  children  also  while  there.  In  1835  he 
moved  into  Tallahassee  and  built  a  house  on  North  Monroe  St., 
which  is  still  standing." 

The  first  wife  of  Francis  Eppes,  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Cleland 
Randolph.  From  that  marriage  were  born  Jane  Cary,  John 
Wayles',  Thomas  Jefferson, .William  Eston,  Mary  Elizabeth  Cle¬ 
land,  Francis  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Eppes,  and  the  two  who  died  in 
infancy,  Francis  and  Mary,  rest  in  the  Tallahassee  cemetery. 
The  second  wife  of  Francis  Eppes  was  Susan  Margaret  Ware, 
daughter  of  Governor  Ware  of  Georgia.  To  them  were  born: 
Susan  Fiances,  Maria  Jefferson,  Martha  Virginia,  Nicholas 
Ware,  Robert  Francis  and  Caroline  Matilda. 

Robert  F.  Eppes  has  been  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  property 
noted  on  a  previous  page.  Congress  transferred  grants  of  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  Thomas  Jefferson  and  his  friend 
of  over  fifty  years,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  No  doubt  Francis 
Eppes  knew  of  these  parcels  of  land  and  was  in  some  way  influ¬ 
enced  to  make  his  home  in  Florida  because  of  hearing  it  so  often 
talked  about.  We  have  today  in  Florida  the  counties  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  Lafayette,  named  for  those  two  distinguished  person¬ 
ages.  and  the  town  of  Monticello,  named  in  honor  of  the  Jeffer¬ 
son  home  in  Charlottesville. 

Francis  Eppes  received  his  college  degrees  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  South  Carolina  (which  had  been  established  in  1801),  just 
a  year  or  two  before  the  University  of  Virginia  opened  its  doors 
to  students  in  1819.  Other  Eppes  grandsons  attended  Virginia 
the  first  year,  and  were  disciplined  bv  Grandfather  Jefferson  for 
infringing  on  the  rules  for  proper  behavior. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  Francis  Eppes  lost  both  his 
mother  and  father  at  an  early  age,  and  lived  his  boyhood  in 
loneliness,  with  grandfather  Jefferson  as  his  closest  friend  and 
relative.  When  Francis  was  aged  2l4  years,  his  mother,  gen¬ 
erally  spoken  of  as  the  “most  beautiful  young  woman  in  Amer¬ 
ica,"  slowly  faded  away  following  a  period  of  ill  health,  passing 
from  this  earthly  scene  in  the  spring  of  1804.  The  father  was 
in  politics  and  away  from  home  the  greater  part  of  the  time. 
He  remarried  in  1807.  and  died  in  182G.  D urine  the  years  of 
1804  to  1820.  Francis  Eppes  lived  with  or  near  his  grandfather 
Jefferson.  Their  feelings  toward  each  other  were  unusually 
affectionate  and  tender.  And  when  the  great  statesman  passed 
away  quietly  on  the  morning  of  July  4th,  1820,  it  was  only  nat¬ 
ural  that  young  Francis  Eppes  would  feel  that  he  could  no  longer 
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remain  among  the  associations  of  his  Virginia  home,  where  so 
much  of  sorrow  and  tragedy  had  taken  place. 

From  research  made  by  Mary  Lamar  Davis,  of  Tallahassee, 
it  has  been  found  that  the  Eppes  family  settled  in  Leon  County, 
Florida,  in  1829.  Their  first  home  was  named  “L’eau  Noir,” 
from  the  little  creek  or  river  which  flowed  across  the  property. 
The  first  child  born  in  Florida  was  named  William  Eston  Eppes, 
part  of  which  was  given  to  William  Eston  Shine,  youngest  son 
of  Virginia  Eppes  Shine. 

Because  of  the  fierce  tribes  of  Indians  which  wandered  over 
the  sparsely  settled  county  of  Leon,  and  the  need  of  care  for 
his  motherless  children,  Mr;  Eppes  moved  into  the  little  village 
of  Tallahassee  and  built  the  home  on  Monroe  St.,  which  was 
purchased  by  the  Brevard  family  in  1875.  Aftei  residing  ap¬ 
proximately  forty  years  in  Leon  County,  including  the  war 
years  of  1860  to  1865,  Francis  Eppes  again  made  a  pioneer 
move  into  frontier  territory  and  brought  his  family  to  Orange 
County,  Florida,  at  a  period  just  prior  to  the  year  1870.  With 
him  came  two  daughters  who  had  married  two  Shine  brothers 
in  the  year  1866. 

The  three  Eppes  daughters  to  be  considered  in  this  sketch 
are  these:  Martha  Virginia,  born  Tallahassee,  Nov.  14,  1847;  d. 
Miami,  Sept.  19,  1920.  Caroline  Matilda,  born  Tallahassee,  July 
26,  1857;  d.  Jan.  20,  1940.  Maria  Jefferson,  born  Tallahassee, 
April  12,  1840;  d.  Sept.  8,  1896.  All  rest  in  Greenwood  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Orlando,  beside  their  parents. 

Martha  Virginia  married  Capt.  Thomas  Jabez  Shine,  C.  S.  A., 
in  1866.  They  moved  to  Orlando  at  an  early  date,  probably 
1869,  and  lived  for  some  time  at  “Pine  Hill,”  the  Eppes  Home¬ 
stead.  In  1871  they  moved  into  the  little  village  of  Orlando,  and 
shared  a  house  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Shine,  at  what  is  now  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Bessie  Yowell  Barnes,  142  E.  Jackson  St.  In  1879 
Capt.  Shine  built  a  home  at  present  corner  of  Orange  Ave. 
and  Jefferson  St.,  but  which  was  then  “way  out  in  the  woods.” 
He  cleared  the  pine  trees  on  two  sides  of  the  house  for  streets, 
and  named  the  one  crossing  Orange  Ave.  for  his  wife’s  family — 
Jefferson.  In  the  collection  of  old  photographs  at  Jim  Burden’s 
office  in  our  new  Court  House,  will  be  found  one  of  Orange  Ave. 
taken  in  1880,  which  shows  the  new  home  of  Capt.  Shine  in  the 
distant  pine  forest. 

The  children  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Shine: 

1.  Lillias  Eleanor,  born  May  5,  1867,  at  Madison,  Fla.,  now 
living  in  Miami,  Fla.,  701  N.W.  9th  Ave.  She  married 
Frank  Bryant  Stoneman,  in  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Orlando, 
April  14,  1914. 

2.  Francis  Wayles,  born  at  the  Eppes  Homestead,  Orlando, 
in  1874,  d.  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  Sept.  24,  1941.  Buried 
in  the  Jefferson  family  plot  at  Monticello. 

3.  Richard  Alexander,  born  at  Eppes  Homestead,  Orlando, 
in  1878,  married  Rose  Boyd,  of  Miami,  died  in  Texas, 
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in  1931.  Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Orlando,  near 
his  parents  and  grandparents. 

4.  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  at  Eppes  Homestead,  Orlando,  in 
1881,  d.  in  1883,  aged  two  years. 

5.  William  Eston,  born  in  the  Shine  home  in  Orlando,  May 
18,  1885;  d.  in  New  York,  Jan.  8,  1913;  buried  in  Green¬ 
wood  Cemetery,  Orlando,  in  the  Eppes-Shine  plot. 


Capt..  Shine  was  prominent  in  the  little  community  of  Or¬ 
lando  from  the  day  he  arrived.  He  was  called  Little  Tom,  to 
distinguish  him  from  Big  Tom,  a  cousin,  who  lived  here  at  the 
same  time.  Both  of  them  served  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
Thomas  J.  Shine  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Capt.  .Parkhill’s  com¬ 
pany,  Florida  Volunteers,  on  20  August,  18(31,  at  Tallahassee. 
The  unit  was  called  Howell  Guards,  in  honor  of  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Jefferson  Davis,  who  had  visited  in  Tallahassee  while  she  was 
Miss  Howell.  Parkhill’s  Company  acted  only  as  Home  Guards 
at  and  near  Tallahassee,  and  in  November,  1801,  T.  J.  Shine  was 
given  his  discharge  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.  He  le- 
enlisted  on  25  November,  1801,  as  a  private  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  Florida  Cavalry,  which  regiment  pitched  tents  south 
of  Tallahassee,  at  Camp  Mary  Davis.  This  Camp  was  named 
for  the  wife  of  Gen.  W.  G.  M.  Davis,  who,  with  her  husband, 
had  contributed  $50,000.00  in  cash  to  equip  the  first  regiment 
of  soldiers  to  leave  the  State  of  Florida.  Gen.  Davis  signed  the 
Papers  of  Secession  for  Florida,  and  was  active  in  the  fighting 
in  East  Tennessee  during  the  closing  years  of  the  war.  Two  of 
his  granddaughters  still  reside  in  Tallahassee — Mary  Lamar 
Davis,  who  has  been  quoted  in  this  sketch,  and  Nell  Davis 
Ragsdale. 


T.  J.  Shine  was  later  appointed  Sergeant-Major,  then  Lieu¬ 
tenant  on  9  July,  1862,  and  Captain  on  27  July,  1863.  Soon 
after  the  latter  appointment,  the  First  Florida  Cavalry  moved 
into  Georgia,  and  then  to  Tennessee.  It  was  in  the  front  line 
at  the  Battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  where,  after  heavy  fighting, 
the  Federal  Army  captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  among 
them  Capt.  T.  J.  Shine.  He  was  taken,  with  several  hundred 
others,  to  the  Federal  Military  Prison  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
later  to  a  similar  institution  on  Johnson’s  Island,  in  the  Ohio 
River.  He  remained  there  until  13  June,  1865,  when  he  was 
released  and  allowed  to  return  home  to  Tallahassee.  Some  ten 
years  later  he  and  his  daughter  Lillias  journeyed  to  Chatta¬ 
nooga  and  visited  Missionary  Ridge,  where  the  famous  battle 
was  explained  in  detail  to  the  little  Orlando  girl. 

Capt.  Shine  was  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Orange  County, 
a  director  in  the  original  First  National  Bank,  an  office]-  in  the 
newly  organized  Board  of  Trade,  and  commander  of  the  Orlando 
Guards,  a  company  which  he  organized  and  led.  and  which  was 
composed  of  many  young  men  who  were  business  and  social 
leaders  in  the  city  during  later  years. 

The  following  tribute  to  Capt.  Shine  and  his  family  was 
penned  by  the  late  W.  R.  O’Neal,  who  knew  them  all,  admired 
them  all:  “To  Capt.  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Shine  were  born  Frank.  Alec, 
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Lillias  and  Eston.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  any  family, 
four  children  as  handsome  and  beautiful  as  those  boys  and  their 
sister.  The  Shines  were  dominant  factors  in  the  little  communi¬ 
ty — socially,  leligiously  and  politically.  The  untimely  death 
of  Capt.  Shine,  following  a  tiresome  march  in  parade  on  a  very 
hot  day,  cast  a  dark  shadow  over  all  of  Southern  Florida.  Resi¬ 
dents,  newcomers,  cattlemen,  negro  laborers,  all  had  learned  to 
love  and  respect  ‘Little  Tom.'  What  made  him  great?  Was  it 
his  courtly  manner,  his  official  position,  or  the  power  he  and  his 
associates  wielded  politically  ?  It  was  none  of  these.  It  was 
his  kindly,  helpful  interest  in  all  humanity.  He  and  his  family 
did  not  have  to  make  a  place  in  this  community;  they  had  it  by 
inheritance.  Why  did  Orlando  grow  more  than  the  towns  which 
surrounded  it?  My  conviction  is  that  the  little  village  was 
exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  men  like  the  Shines  to  lay  a 
sure  and  firm  foundation.” 

Following  the  death  of  Capt.  Shine,  the  Orlando  Guards 
named  their  unit  for  him,  and  Shine  Guards  they  were  called 
until  they  enlisted  in  a  body  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish 
War  in  1898,  when  they  were  merged  with  the  regular  Army. 
In  1900,  the  Florida  National  Guard  was  established,  and 
Orlando  was  assigned  Company  C,  of  Second  Florida  Regiment, 
succeeding  the  Shine  Guards.  That  designation  was  used  lo¬ 
cally  until  the  War  of  1917-18,  when  the  Florida  Guardsmen 
were  merged  with  the  31st,  or  Dixie  Division. 

Capt.  Shine’s  widow  remarried  in  later  years,  her  second 
husband  being  the  Rev.  Henry  Williston  Greetham,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman.  For  many  years,  Mrs.  Greetham,  and  her  daughter, 
“Miss  Lilia,”  were  faithful  members  of  the  choir  of  St.  Luke’s 
Episcopal  Church,  now  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Luke,  and  also 
active  members  of  Sorosis,  Rosalind,  the  Associated  Charities, 
and  every  group  that  moved  for  the  betterment  of  living  in 
Orlando. 

The  home  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Orange  and  Jefferson 
was  occupied  by  members  of  the  family  from  1879  until  the 
marriage  of  Mrs.  Stoneman  in  1914,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Greet¬ 
ham  moved  to  Miami  and  lived  with  her  daughter  for  six  years. 
The  old  home  was  later  sold,  the  house  torn  down,  and  a  vacant 
lot  remained  on  the  market  for  some  time.  A  business  block  was 
built  on  it  and  adjoining  lots,  and  today  the  property  is  occupied 
by  Stroud  Pharmacy  No.  1. 

Caroline  Matilda  Eppes  and  David  Shepard  Shine  were  mar¬ 
ried  .at  Athens,  Ga.,  on  October  31,  1882,  D.  S.  Shine  having 
been  a  native  of  Tallahassee,  where  he  was  born  October  12, 
1853.  The  young  couple  came  to  Orlando  soon  after  their  wed¬ 
ding,  and  built  a  home  on  East  Jackson  St.,  now  No.  142. 

D.  S.  Shine  was  Deputy  Clerk  of  Courts  under  his  brother, 
Capt.  Shine,  and  later,  postmaster.  During  his  term  of  office, 
the  postoffice  was  located  in  the  south  room  of  the  San  Juan 
Hotel.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Jacksonville  in  1900,  resid¬ 
ing  first  at  222  Ocean  St.,  and  later  on  Barrs  Terrace,  in  the 
Riverside  section.  I).  S.  Shine  died  in  Jacksonville  on  October 
12,  1939,  his  8C>th  birthday.  He  and  his  beloved  wife,  “Aunt 
Carrie,”  were  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Orlando,  in 
the  Eppes-Shine  plot. 
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The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Shine: 

1.  David  Shepard  Shine,  Jr.,  born  in  Orlando,  December  19, 
1886.  He  married  his  half-cousin,  Theodosia  Morrison,  of 
Monticello,  Fla.,  in  the  Episcopal  Church  there,  on  De¬ 
cember  29,  1909.  He  died  in  Miami,  Fla.  June,  1933. 

2.  Cecil  Eppes  Shine,  born  in  Orlando,  September  28,  1888. 
Married  Alice  Munnerlyn,  at  Church  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd,  Jacksonville.  Now  living-  at  4906  Atlantic  Boule¬ 
vard,  in  that  city.  Occupation,  Dental  Surgeon. 

3.  Margaret  Virginia  Shine.  Born  in  Orlando,  January  15, 
1890.  Married  Harold  W.  Wilson,  on  July  5,  1917,  at  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  At  this  writing, 
the  Wilson  home  is  No.  248  N.E.  87th  St.,  in  Miami,  Fla. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Shine,  Jr.: 

1.  Dudley  Shephard  Shine,  Jr.,  born  July  17,  1914.  Married 
M.  Margaret  Pinkham,  March  4,  1936.  Two  sons,  D.  S. 
Shine  3d,  and  Randolph  Jefferson. 

2.  Theodosia  Shine,  born  June  5,  1916.  Married  Dean  Rader. 
One  son,  Randolph  Rader. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Eppes  Shine: 

1.  Cecil  Eppes  Shine,  Jr.,  born  June  11,  1919.  Married 
Jessie  Jones,  at  Medford,  Oregon,  January  23,  1943.  One 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Eppes,  born  October  27,  1946. 

2'.  Sarah  Coachman  Shine,  born  January  13,  1921.  Married 
Jesse  Wayne  Miller,  on  September  7,  1946.  One  son, 
Daniel  Wayne  Miller,  born  August  22,  1947. 

3.  Caroline  Eppes  Shine,  born  February  11,  1927. 

4.  James  Munnerlyn  Shine,  born  January  14,  1928. 

The  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  W.  Wilson; 

1.  Margaret  Virginia  Wilson,  born  September  17,  1921. 


Dr.  F.  W.  Shine  was  for  34  years  one  of  the  nation’s  out¬ 
standing  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialists,  with  offices  in 
New  Yoik  City,  where  he  lived  at  116  East  62d  St.  He  was 
educated  at  Sewanee  Military  Academy,  and  graduated  from 
University  of  Virginia  Medical  School  in  1898.  He  studied  in 
clinics  at  Prague  and  Vienna,  and  settled  in  New  York  City  in 
1904.  He  was  a  surgeon  at  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm¬ 
ary  from  1907  until  1938,  except  for  two  years  with  the  A.  1'..  F. 
in  France  as  a  member  of  tile  New  York  Hospital  Unit,  lie 
returned  to  New  York  in  1919  and  was  ophthalmic  surgeon  at 
the  New  York  Hospital  until  his  retirement  in  1939.  llis 
patients  included  a  large  number  of  prominent  New  Yorkers, 
who  were  well-known  in  finance,  business  and  society. 

In  1940  he  moved  to  Charlottesville,  Va.,  where  he  resided 
at  Farmington  Country  Club  until  ill  health  forced  him  to  bed 
at  the  University  Hospital,  where  he  received  his  collegiate 
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training,  on  the  grounds  of  college  founded  by  his  distinguished 
great-great-grandfather,  Thomas  Jefferson.  His  burial  at  Mon- 
ticello  completed  the  cycle  of'the  Jefferson-Eppes-Shine  families, 
which  began  at  Charlottesville  with  the  marriage  of  Maria  Jef¬ 
ferson  to  John  Eppes,  led  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  where  Francis 
Eppes  was  educated,  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  where 
Dr.  Shine  was  born,  back  to  Charlottesville  for  education,  then 
to  Boston  and  New  York,  overseas  with  the  United  States  Army, 
back  to  New  York,  then  to  Charlottesville  again,  for  the  last 
illness  and  interment  at  Monticello  only  a  few  steps  from  his 
Jefferson  and  Eppes  forebears,  fie  was  named  Francis  for  his 
grandfather  Eppes,  and  Wayles  in  honor  of  Martha  Wayles  Jef¬ 
ferson,  wife  of  Thomas.  His  widow,  the  former  Edna  Wood 
Bedell,  resides  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 

* 

Richard  Alexander  Shine,  son  of  Capt.  T.  J.  Shine,  lived  in 
Miami  for  many  years,  where  he  was  General  Agent  for  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company.  His  college  education  was  ob¬ 
tained  at  Virginia  Military  Institute.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Shine: 


Richard  Alexander,  Jr.,  born  in  Miami  in  1911. 

Virginia,  born  in  Miami  in  1913,  died  in  194G. 

William,  born  in  Miami,  1925,  now  living  with  his  mother 
in  New  York  State. 

R.  A.  Shine,  Jr.,  was  married  in  1932,  wife’s  name,  Gladys. 
He  was  stationed  in  Orlando  for  a  time  during  the  late  war,  and 
by  one  of  those  unusual  coincidences,  lived  on  Jefferson  St., 
named  BY  his  grandfather,  near  Shine  St.,  named  FOR  his 
grandfather. 


W.  Eston  Shine,  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  Capt.  and 
Mrs.  Shine,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Orlando,  and 
afterward  at  the  Episcopal  High  School  in  Alexandiia,  Va. 
Following  his  graduation  there  he  returned  home  and  read  law 
in  the  offices  of  Massey  &  Warlow,  afterward  opening  his  own 
office  on  second  floor  of  a  building  on  Orange  Ave.  now  occupied 
by  the  Peggie  Hale  dress  shop.  He  was  married  on  April  19, 
1911.  to  Florence  Howard  (younger  sister  of  Miss  Mary  A. 
Howard,  well-known  for  her  service  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  at  the 
Court  House).  In  the  summer  of  1912  Eston  was  elected  County 
Solicitor  for  the  Criminal  Court  of  Orange  County,  but  before 
he  could  take  office  he  died  in  a  New  York  hospital  following  an 
operation.  His  loss  to  his  family  and  to  the  community  was  a 
tragic  one,  as  he  had  made  an  unusual  success  of  his  chosen 
profession  and  had  a  bright  future  before  him.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Florence  Shine,  resides  at  G04  Bourne  Place,  Orlando. 


Dr.  William  Francis  Shine  was  born  in  Tallahassee  January 
9.  1835  and  d.  in  St.  Augustine  October  21,  1910.  His  wife  was 
Maria  Jefferson  Eppes,  named  for  the  mother  of  Frances  Eppes, 
and  who  was  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  She  d.  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1896.  Both  were  interred  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Orlan¬ 
do,  Fla  .  in  the  Eppes-Shine  plot.  Maria  Jefferson  Eppes  was 
born  April  12,  1840,  presumably  in  Tallahassee. 
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Dr.  W.  F.  Shine  settled  in  St.  Augustine  about  1870,  and 
practiced  there  for  some  forty  years.  He  was  a  large  man  in 
physique,  and  in  his  latter  years  carried  considerable  overweight. 
His  office  wras  in  the  Lyon  Building.  Years  before  the  Aimy 
experiments  with  the  cause  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Shine  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  a  mosquito  carried  the  fever  germs.  His  theory  was 
unpopular  and  those  who  heard  of  it  considered  him  “crazy” 
until  Dr.  Walter  Reed  proved  the  facts,  following  the  Spanish- 
American  War. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shine  had  a  son,  also  Dr.  Frank  Shine,  who  went 
to  the  far  west  in  search  of  health,  and  remained  there,  resid¬ 
ing  in  Arizona.  He  was  for  many  years  Chief  Surgeon  for  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 

« 

There  was  still  another  Dr.  Shine,  who  was  a  dentist  in  Or¬ 
lando  during  the  eighties.  His  first  name  was  Charles,  and  his 
office  was  in  the  building  on  East  Pine  St.  east  of  the  First 
Federal  Building.  This  Dr.  Shine  later  moved  to  Puerto  Rico. 
He  was  a  cousin  of  the  three  Shine  brothers  mentioned  in  this 
sketch. 


Capt.  T.  J.  Shine  was  born  at  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  on  14  Octo¬ 
ber,  1842,  and  died  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  20  April,  1889.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Army  of  the  Confederacy  at  the  age  of  19  years,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  Captaincy  shortly  before  his  21st  birthday. 
Such  facts  proved  his  intense  patriotism,  his  belief  in  the  cause 
for  which  he  fought,  and  his  natural  leadership.  After  coming 
to  Orlando,  those  same  qualities  of  leadership  carried  him  to  suc¬ 
cess  in  many  ways.  But  for  his  untimely  death  at  the  age  of 
47,  he  no  doubt  would  have  succeeded  in  any  political  race  which 
he  might  have  selected.  He  could  have  been  Mayor  of  the  city, 
legislator  to  the  state  capitol,  or  even  chosen  to  represent  his 
state  in  Washington.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  privations 
and  suffering  endured  while  a  military  prisoner  were  the  under¬ 
lying  cause  of  his  last  illness  and  passing.  That  he  was  every 
inch  a  soldier  we  know  from  an  old  photo  which  has  recently 
been  found,  showing  the  Orlando  Guards  at  attention,  with  Capt. 
Shine  at  their  head.  With  his  sword  at  carry,  he  stands  as 
straight  as  an  arrow,  his  well-fitting  uniform  emphasizing  the 
dignity  of  his  appearance.  His  fellow-citizens  honored  him  as 
best  they  could  by  naming  a  residence  street  for  him,  as  well 
as  the  military  company  which  he  had  sponsored. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

This  little  story  was  intended  as  a  brief  collection  of  facts 
and  figures  regarding  the  Eppes  and  Shine  families  who  resided 
in  Orange  County,  Florida.  For  that  reason,  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  cover  the  activities  of  the  same  families  in  other 
parts  of  the  state.  The  only  exception  to  this  fact  is  in  the 
data  concerning  Dr.  Frank  Shine  of  St.  Augustine,  who  was 
included  because  he  was  one  of  the  three  Shine  brothers  who 
married  an  Eppes  sister. 

Francis  Eppes,  of  Charlottesville,  Tallahassee  and  Orlando, 
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was  the  seventh  to  bear  that  name  after  the  family  settled  on 
the  shores  of  Tidewater  Virginia  in  the  year  1620.  The  family 
in  the  mother  country  of  England  lived  in  Kent  on  a  large 
estate  at  or  near  the  village  of  Epping.  In  that  town  the 
Eppes  Arms  were  placed  over  the  Font  of  the  Church,  and  over 
the  door  of  the  village  Tavern,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days. 
When  Francis  Eppes  VI  built  his  handsome  home  in  the  County 
of  Chesterfield,  Virginia  Territory,  he  recalled  the  ancestral 
home  in  England,  and  coined  the  word  EPPINGTON,  or  little 
Epping. 


Thomas  Jefferson’s  mother  was  a  Randolph,  and  his  daughter 
Martha  married  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  who  vvas  a  member 
of  Congress  from  Virginia  for  many  years,  and  later  Governor 
of  the  same  State.  John  Wayles  Eppes,  father  of  Francis  VII, 
entered  political  life  by  winning  a  seat  in  Congress  over  his 
rival,  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  and  served  continuously  in 
that  capacity  until  his  death  in  1823.  Thus  we  understand 
how  the  Jefferson-Randolph-Eppes  families  were  in  close  con¬ 
tact  over  a  long  period  of  years,  by  birth,  by  marriage,  and 
by  political  and  governmental  contacts. 


Dr.  Edward  Bradford,  born  in  Halifax  County,  N.  C.,  in  1798, 
moved  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  in  1830.  He  had  married  Martha 
Lewis  Branch,  daughter  of  Governor  John  Branch,  in  1825. 
Their  daughter  Susan  married  Nicholas  Eppes  in  1866.  Brad- 
fordville,  a  village  in  Leon  County,  and  Lake  Bradford,  were 
both  named  for  Dr.  Bradford. 


Dr.  William  Shine  was  a  physician  in  the  early  days  of  Tal¬ 
lahassee,  afterward  moving  to  Jacksonville,  and  his  brother, 
Dr.  Hume  Shine,  was  a  pioneer  Dental  Surgeon,  who  spent  his 
life  in  Tallahassee.  In  later  years  another  dentist,  Dr.  Alex 
Shine,  practiced  in  Tallahassee  for  many  years,  moved  to  Orlan¬ 
do,  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  then  back  to  Tallahassee. 
His  sister  was  Mrs.  James  D.  Beggs,  mother  of  postmaster  James 
D.  Beggs,  of  Orlando,  Mrs.  Thos.  Casey,  and  Miss  Nan  Beggs. 
.Another  member  of  the  Shine  family  who  lived  in  Orlando,  was 
Mrs.  Seth  Woodruff.  She  was  Elizabeth  Shine,  born  in  Talla¬ 
hassee,  and  a  sister  of  Capt.  Shine,  1).  S.  Shine,  and  Dr.  Frank 
Shine.  Her  grandson,  Richard  S.  Woodruff,  lives  at  1215  Belle- 
air  Circle,  Orlando. 
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On  the  opposite  page  is  reproduced  a  rare  photograph  of 
the  ORLANDO  GUARDS,  made  in  1886.  This  unit  was  or¬ 
ganized  and  drilled  by  Capt.  T.  J.  Shine,  and  by  1889  was  com¬ 
posed  of  some  forty  members.  Following  the  death  of  Capt. 
Shine  in  April  1889,  the  name  of  the  unit  was  changed  to 
Shine  Guards,  by  which  name  it  was  called  until  the  enlistment 
of  all  members  in  the  Regular  Army  for  service  in  the  Spanish 
War  of  1898.  Membership  of  Orlando  Guards  in  1888  was  as 
follows: 


T.  J.  Shine,  Captain;  Sims  Allen,  First  Lieut.;  T.  . 
Singleton  Coart,  2d  Lieut.;  Phil  Bewan,  1st  Sgt.;  Burch- 
ard  Kuhl,  2d  Sgt.;  S.  Waters  Howe,  Cpl.;  Thomas  Gray, 
Cpl.;  0.  S.  Robinson,  Bugler. 

Privates  Sam  Hunter,  John  Hunter,  John  Anderson, 
Oscar  Hancock,  Dave  Hancock,  Ben  Bartlett,  Charles- 
Johnson,  E.  Kirby-Smith,  A.  C.  “Gus”  Hart,  William 
Nall,  Jacob  Gazan,  B.  Winn,  Sam  Puckett,  Thos.  Stub¬ 
blefield,  Ed  Walker,  Brush  Walker,  Geo.  Knight,  Ed 
Rice,  Joe  Rice,  John  Burden,  Sam  Way,  Finley  Way, 

F.  X.  Schuler,  Ernest  Grimm,  B.  C.  Abernathy,  Stoney 
Bowers. 


In  the  photograph  opposite,  Capt.  Shine  is  in  front,  at  left, 
and  in  front,  right,  is  Lieut.  Coart.  Names  of  Orlando  Guards¬ 
men  still  living  on  this  date,  (February  1949)  will  be  found  on 
another  page. 
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PART  TWO 


Many  who  may  receive  this  little  history  will  wonder  why 
it  was  prepared,  at  no  little  expenditure  of  effort  and  research. 
All  members  of  the  human  family  are  in  their  later  years  in¬ 
spired  to  do  what  may  not  be  deemed  by  others,  useful  or  logi¬ 
cal.  It  seemed  right  to  me  that  this  record  of  influential  fami¬ 
lies  should  be  prepared,  and  that  it  should  be  done  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay.  Two  recent  visits  to  Charlottesville  and  Monticello 
aroused  in  me  a  deep  interest  for  the  works  of  that  great 
statesman,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  what  he  did  to  mold  the 
alfairs  of  this  powerful  nation.  It  was  only  natural  that  such 
an  interest  should  be  carried  along  to  the  lives  qf  those  descend¬ 
ants  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  many  of  whom  have  lesided  at  or  near 
Orlando,  and  several  of  whom,  both  here  and  in  Jacksonville, 
I  was  privileged  to  know  and  admire. 

Eston  Shine,  the  youngest  child  of  Capt.  Shine  and  Virginia 
Eppes,  was  my  good  friend.  We  attended  dances  together, 
exchanged  visits  in  our  respective  offices,  were  companions  on 
beach  parties,  swimming  trips,  woodland  hikes.  We  were  to¬ 
gether  for  a  week  at  Coronado  Beach  (New  Smyrna),  in  the 
summer  of  1906.  Others  on  that  jaunt  included:  Florence  How¬ 
ard.  (afterward  Mrs.  Eston  Shine);  Ethel  Smith  (Mrs.  Jos. 
Bumby,  Jr.);  Eula  Smith  (Mrs.  Geo.  Banschback);  Patsy  Slem- 
ons  (Mrs.  John  Arnold,  Jr.,  of  Jacksonville);  Bernard  Smith, 
Cestia  Lawton,  and  our  chaperon,  Mrs.  Howard,  mother  of  Flor¬ 
ence.  Eston  was  “the  life  of  the  party,”  always  good  natured, 
full  of  ideas  for  amusement,  and  he  even  helped  to  prepare 
meals.  Some  years  later  I  helped  him  make  plans  for  his  wed¬ 
ding,  and  was  asked  to  usher  for  the  event.  He  was  sincere  in 
his  dealings  with  all  people,  a  genial  chap  who  naturally  at¬ 
tracted  the  friendship  of  both  girls  and  boys;  in  fact,  he  was 
the  Perfect  Gentleman. 

During  one  summer  when  Mrs.  Beardall,  the  organist  at  St. 
Luke’s  Church,  was  visiting  in  England,  I  substituted  for  her, 
playing  two  services  weekly  for  several  months.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  ministrations  of  “Miss  Lilia”  Shine,  and  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Greetham,  as  members  of  the  church  choir.  They  were 
always  the  first  to  arrive,  and  in  their  purple  and  white  robes 
led  the  Processional  into  the  church  and  the  Recessional  out 
again.  When  I  was  told  of  the  years  that  Francis  Eppes  acted 
as  Lay  Reader  for  the  Church  at  his  home  and  in  the  little 
village  of  Orlando,  it  recalled  the  faithfulness  of  his  grand¬ 
daughter  and  daughter  in  later  years  for  the  same  church 
services. 

At  about  the  same  period  of  time,  residence  in  Jacksonville 
for  a  small  group  of  years  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  meet¬ 
ing  the  Shine  family  which  had  moved  to  that  city  in  1900 — 
Mr.  I).  S.  Shine,  Shot).  Jr..  Cecil.  Margaret,  and  Caroline  Eppes 
Shine.  Visits  to  their  home,  the  hospitalitv  of  their  dining 
room,  developed  in  me  a  great  admiration  for  the  family.  Soft- 
voiced  Mrs.  Shine,  the  much  loved  “Aunt  Carrie”  of  all  her 
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Two  of  the  Triple-First  Cousins. 

Left — D.  S.  Shine,  Jr.,  Right — W.  Eston  Shine. 

Photo  made  in  Jacksonville,  July  1910. 


relatives  and  close  friends,  with  her  sympathetic  eyes,  her  fund 
of  quiet  humor,  her  aristocratic  poise,  could  easily  be  my  ideal 
of  all  that  was  admirable  in  the  charming  ladies  of  the  Old 
South.  The  family  spirit  showed  loyalty  and  co-operation — all 
for  each  and  each  for  all.  It  was  a  happy  home  life  in  which 
each  parent  and  child  had  a  part. 

In  all  of  the  Eppes-Shine  members  whom  I  have  known 
there  existed  that  buoyant  spirit  of  good  humor — the  ability  to 
make  light  of  difficulties  or  troubles.  Them  one  afternoon  in 
Charlottesville  I  viewed  a  rare  and  life-sized  painting  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  saw  reflected  in  his  eyes  that  same  spirit  of  hope 
and  kindly  nature.  1  saw  why  he  thought  of  and  planned  the 
Serpentine  Wall  at  the  University;  his  ability  to  always  see  the 
good  in  all  men  he  met;  his  talent  for  disregarding  personal 
attacks  by  unprincipled  politicians.  There  were  the  eyes  which 
first  spoke  of  the  qualities  1  had  so  admired  in  Miss  Lilia,  Eston, 
Margaret,  Shop,  Cecil.  Was  it  their  heritage  from  that  dis¬ 
tinguished  founder  of  the  noted  family? 
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ADDENDA 


The  location  of  “EPPINGTON”  has  recently  been  made 
available  from  a  map  drawn  by  the  Jeffersons  in  the  middle 
years  of  the  18th  century.  The  home  was  built  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Appomattox  River  near  where  it  flows  into  the  James, 
south  of  a  small  village  called  Bermuda  Hundred,  which  can  be 
found  on  present  day  maps.  The  famous  Colonial  home  “Shir¬ 
ley”  was  across  the  James  River  to  the  northeast,  and  “West- 
over”  some  seven  miles  east,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  James, 
with  Charles  City,  the  home  of  Martha  Wayles  Jefferson,  an¬ 
other  four  miles  beyond.  State  motor  highway  No.  10  from 
Richmond  crosses  part  of  former  Eppington  Plantation  just  be¬ 
fore  leading  over  the  bridge  into  Hopewell.  “Brandon”  is  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  James,  some  fifteen  miles  east  of  Hope- 
well.  Visits  to  all  four  of  these  historical  homes  could  be  made 
in  one  day  by  auto. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Richmond,  as  proper  site  for  the  state  capitol  of  growing 
Virginia,  was  selected  by  Thomas  Jefferson  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  He  realized  that  the  origi¬ 
nal  Williamsburg  as  capitol  was  much  too  far  east  for  practical 
purposes  in  a  state  which  at  that  time  included  not  only  what 
we  now  know  as  West  Virginia,  but  also  Kentucky,  and  parts 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  When  young  Mr.  Jefferson  made  the  jour¬ 
ney  from  Monticello  to  Charles  City  prior  to  his  wedding  day, 
he  completed  the  trip  in  three  days  and  nights  by  very  fast 
driving  and  with  frequent  changing  of  horses.  Today  the  same 
mileage  can  be  covered  by  motor  car  over  asphalt  roads  in  three 
hours. 

The  life-size  portrait  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  mentioned  in  this 
sketch,  may  be  viewed  in  the  lobby  of  the  Hotel  Monticello, 
Charlottesville. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

In  various  papers  prepared  by  members  of  the  Tallahassee 
Historical  Society,  Francis  Eppes  is  mentioned  as  having  served 
as  Mayor  of  Tallahassee,  as  a  vestryman  in  the  little  Episcopal 
Church,  and  as  one  of  the  founders  of  Leon  Academy,  fore¬ 
runner  of  Florida  State  University. 

******* 

Because  of  the  intermarrying  of  both  Jefferson  and  Eppes 
names  with  members  of  the  Branch  family,  it  was  suggested  by 
Tallahassee  friends  that  some  mention  he  made  of  such  facts. 
Thomas  Jefferson’s  grandmother  was  Mary  Branch  Jefferson,  a 
granddaughter  of  Christopher  Branch,  who  settled  at  Jamestown 
shortly  after  1630.  Among  the  distinguished  descendants  of 
Christopher  are  the  members  of  the  wealthy  Branch  family  in 
Richmond,  bankers  and  brokers,  and  donors  of  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  University  of  Virginia;  also  James  Branch  Cabell, 
internationally  known  in  literature. 

In  1866,  Susan  Branch  Bradford,  granddaughter  of  John 
Branch,  the  last  territorial  Governor  of  Florida,  married  Nicho¬ 
las  Ware  Eppes,  son  of  Francis  Eppes  and  Susan  Ware.  Nicholas* 
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Eppes  was  the  older  brother  of  -Caroline  Eppes  Shine,  and  next 
younger  than  Virginia  Eppes  Shine.  His  daughter,  Susan  Ware 
Eppes,  who  resides  in  Tallahassee,  is  an  ‘‘own  first  cousin”  of 
Mrs.  Stoneman,  Mrs.  Wilson  and  Cecil  Shine. 

-1= 

The  first  Eppes  to  settle  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  was  pure 
English;  the  first  Jefferson  came  from  near  Snowden,  Wales; 
and  the  first  Shine,  from  Ireland  to  North  Carolina. 

^  ^ 

Information  regarding  the  Orlando  Guards,  afterward  re¬ 
named  as  Shine  Guards,  has  been  obtained  from  S.  Waters 
Howe,  a  resident  of  Orlando  since  1883,  when  he  came  here  with 
his  parents.  There  are  today  only  four  survivors  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Guards— S.  W.  Howe,  Orlando  banker  from  1892 
to  1030 ;  former  Mayor  Samuel  Y.  Way;  his  brother,  William 
Finley  Way,  retired  Judge,  of  Municipal  Court  in  St.  Petersburg, 
and  Jacob  Gazan,  an  attorney  in  Savannah,  Ga. 

;fc  ^  sfc 

In  the  fascinating  tale,  “Maria  Jefferson  Eppes  and  Her 
Little  Son,  Francis,”  compiled  by  Mrs.  N.  W.  Eppes  of  Talla¬ 
hassee,  is  mentioned  “a  dear  little  sister”  who  would  sit  in  the 
lap  of  father  Francis  Eppes  and  listen  to  stories  told  by  him  of 
the  Colonial  days  in  Virginia,  until  she  would  fall  asleep  and 
be  carried  off  to  her  bed  for-  the  night.  That  “baby  sister”  was 
Caroline  Eppes  Shine,  known  as  Aunt  Carrie  or  Sister  Carrie. 

%  $  5jc 

As  a  young  lady,  Lillias  Shine  Stoneman  attended  Edgehill 
School  near  Charlottesville,  Va.  It  was  conducted  under  super¬ 
vision  of  members  of  the  Randolph  family,  and  the  students 
were  composed  of  cousins  from  the  families  of  Jefferson, 
Eppes,  Randolph  and,  others  less  well-known. 

*  *  =!:  *  &  * 

In  a-  November  1948  issue  of  LIFE  magazine,  as  part  of  a 
story  regarding  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  a  picture  was 
shown  which  was  subtitled  Martha  Wayles  Jefferson,  as  wife 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Thomas  Jefferson.  Cor¬ 
respondence  was  sent  to  the  publishers  of  LIFE  protesting  the 
caption  under  the  photograph  claimed  to  be  that  of  Mrs.  Thomas* 
Jefferson.  It  was  said  that  in  some  seven  biographies  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Jefferson,  the  statement  was  always  made,  “No'  known 
portrait  of  Martha  Wayles  Jefferson  exists”.  After  investi¬ 
gation,  LIFE  editors  acknowledged  that  an  error  had  been  made, 
and  the  portrait  shown  was  that  of  Martha  Jefferson  Randolph, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  which  portrait  is  in  possession 
of  members  of  the  Randolph  family  today. 

*  *  *  *  ♦  ♦  * 

Thus  is  brought  to  a  close  this  story  of  the  members  of  a 
famous  family  who  were  residents  of  Orlando  and  Orange  Coun¬ 
ty,  Florida.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  produce  a  volume 
with  literary  merit.  The  purpose  was  to  gather  and  keep  intact 
items  of  historical  significance,  for  the  use  of  not  only  those 
citizens  who  can  proudly  trace  their  lineage  direct  from  the  third 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  alike  for  those  who  may  need 
names  and  dates  to  use  in  scholarly  research. 
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Herewith  is  expressed  deep  appreciation  for  the  kindly  as¬ 
sistance  of  those  who  supplied  dates,  facts,  incidents,  as  parts 
of  the  story  just  related: — Florence  Howard  Shine,  of  Orlando; 
Alice  Munner'lyn  Shine,  of  Jacksonville;  Margaret  Shine  Wilson 
and  Lillias  Shine  Stoneraan,  of  Miami;  Susan  Ware  Eppes 
and  Mary  Lamar  Davis,  of  Tallahassee.  Without  their  help 
and  encouragement,  this  little  book  could  not  have  been  pro¬ 
duced. 
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